Risk assessment — Axes, saws and knives

A
Name of Cox Wood Scout Campsite Date of risk 12/03/2025 Name of person | Cox Wood Team
activity, event, | Bushscout Activity Equipment — axes, saws assessment doing this risk have prepared this as
and location and knives assessment an example to help

Date of next 12/03/2026

Equipment will only be available to Bushscout _
review

trained adults.

you prepare your own
risk assessment.

Cox Wood Crew
. B A\ i

What could go wrong? Who is at What are you going to do about it? Review & revise
What hazard have you identified? risk? How are the risks already controlled? What has changed that needs to be thought about
What are the risks from it? What extra controls are needed? and controlled?
How will they be communicated to young people and adults and remain inclusive to all
needs?
A hazard is something that may cause For example: young Controls are ways of making the activity s ucing the risk. v Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to
harm or damage. people, For example, you may use afalifferent piece o ight change the way you do the activity. change what you're doing or even stop the activity.
The risk is the harm that may occur from adult volunteers, This is a great place to add comments which will be used as
the hazard. visitors part of the review.
Inadequate supervision — All have completed a
unskilled adults failing to
keep activity safe 1 i i e of the equipment and clear on
h this equipment
pervision of axe and saw activities
dance before supervision of knife activities :Scout
to practise their own skills before supervising
an clear so that those supervising use of equipment are not
er young people not participating
on/1to 1, for young people with additional needs
ter support
Inappropriate use of axe — All axe kit can only be used by adults who have completed a
leading to injury of self or ut training course.
others Group safety briefing at beginning of event, giving clear guidelines on
You can find more information in the Safety Chedklist for Leaders and at scouts.org.uk/safety f\Oﬂ
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https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safety/keeping-safe-at-camp/using-axe-and-saws-safely/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safety/keeping-safe-at-camp/scout-knife-safety-guidance
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safety/keeping-safe-at-camp/scout-knife-safety-guidance
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mobile)

Cuts, bruises, serious injury when, where and how axes can be used
Axes used in clearly defined area (consider use of roping off if this is

Axe activities to cease in inadequate light

YP supervised at all times when in axe use area, gr
of supervision and space available.

Leaders to assess and monitor individuals competence

same direction. Pass the hea

Inappropriate use of saw — All Group safety briefi

leading to injury of self or when, where and
others

Cuts, lacerations, severe mobile)

injury

Inappropriate use of knife - | All
leading to injury of self or
others

Cuts, lacerations, severe
injury

spears) and play with them

YP given safety skills instruction; YP not to create sharp weapons (eg.

You can find more information in the Safety Chedklist for Leaders and at scouts.org.uk/safety
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Risk assessment — Axes, saws and knives

and accidental injuries Lock cupboard.

Inappropriate Clothing and | All
PPE - leading to
entanglement and injury

Maintenance, Storage and All present Store sharp tools in designated storage cupboard in the office.
Transport of sharp tools — Count out sharp items and be clear on how many are being used. Count
leading to failure of tools them back in to make sure they're all returned.

Young people not allowed to retain their own equipm
must be handed in and stored under leader supervision
when adult supervision available.

Behaviour or over All pr
excitement - risk of injuries
from mistakes or misuse

eing responsible when using sharp tools.
f sharp tools if members of the group are not following the

duct to set clear expectations of behaviour.

lack of alternative provision

Individual needs and Individuals ents to the activity to support individual needs
preferences — exclusion and able alternative activities for YP who are not taking part in using

Inform and consult parents beforehand

You can find more information in the Safety Chedklist for Leaders and at scouts.org.uk/safety
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Risk assessment — Axes, saws and knives

Cutting area - risk of injury All present Make sure cutting area is of a safe size and at a safe distance
Mark out cutting area using rope or tape

Clear ground of trip hazards in cutting area
Cutting area to be kept clear and tidy

Only designated group to be allowed in cutting ar

Collecting and handling All Sturdy gloves can be worn when handling fire wood
wood — injuries from wood Sturdy shoes to be worn

and wood pile YP briefed on safety around wood pile in-
Splinters, puncture wounds,
cuts, slips, trips, falls

Injuries — first aid required All present

You can find more information in the Safety Chedklist for Leaders and at scouts.org.uk/safety
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https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/risk-assessments/example-risk-assessments/

